CIVIL PROCEDURE I COURSE SYLLABUS - Souza

Course: Civil Procedure I				Instructor: Tiereney Souza
Units: 3 						(tiereney.souza@faculty.sjcl.edu)
Term: Fall 2026						Office Hours: By appointment   
Course Number: L111F- 2 				Class Days and Time: Tues 6:30pm-9:30pm
Teaching Assistants: Alan Nuno Pulido and Rachel Gailey 
(alan.nunopulido@student.sjcl.edu; rachel.gailey@student.sjcl.edu)

COURSE INFORMATION
This semester, we will study the procedures, principles, and rules used in federal courts in the United States to resolve civil disputes (not criminal cases).  We will focus primarily on federal courts, examining the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (the “FRCP”), Title 28 of the United States Code (the “Judicial Code”), the United States Constitution, and case law.  At times, we will learn aspects of California state civil procedure.  The content is organized chronologically, tracking the lifecycle of the civil lawsuit from beginning to end.  This semester, emphasis is placed on subject matter jurisdiction, personal jurisdiction, notice and service of process, pleadings, joinder of claims and parties, supplemental jurisdiction, responding to the complaint, venue, transfer of venue, and forum non conveniens.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
SJCL’s Juris Doctor program seeks to produce highly skilled graduates who can contribute to the development of legal and social institutions and to the integrity of the legal system.  To this end, the Faculty Committee has adopted a set of measurable Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) which all courses, collectively, are designed to meet.  The following SLOs are taught and assessed in this course:

· Outcome 1. Comprehend the structures and processes of the U.S. legal system and foundational substantive law.
· Outcome 2. Demonstrate proficiency in legal analysis and problem solving.
· Outcome 3. Demonstrate competence in written and oral communication.
· Outcome 4. Demonstrate mastery of appropriate strategies and technologies to research legal issues effectively and efficiently.
· Outcome 5. Recognize and resolve ethical issues.

GRADING AND EXAMS
Like the California bar exam, both the midterm and final are closed book, graded anonymously, and administered via Examsoft.  More details will be provided throughout the semester, and the details below are subject to change:

· 15%	Midterm Exam – Thursday, October 15, 6:30-8:30pm (during evening Legal Methods).
The midterm exam contains ten multiple-choice questions and one essay question.  You will have two hours to complete the exam.
· 85%	Final Exam – Friday, December 4, 6:30-9:30pm.
The final exam based roughly 40% on multiple choice and 60% on essay questions. 

CLASS PREPAREDNESS AND ATTENDANCE
Attendance is mandatory.  In accordance with SJCL’s attendance policy, you will be administratively dropped from the course if you exceed the maximum number of absences.  I strongly encourage you to use absences sparingly and only if needed. Missing a single day of class in law school can be quite a setback.  And, everything we discuss in class is fair game for exams.
To be marked present, you are expected to be in the classroom (for students attending in person) or on zoom, with your camera on (for students attending remotely), on time, for the entirety of the class period, with your reading for the day completed, prepared to discuss the assigned materials.  Please have both of your textbooks along with your case briefs and notes handy at all times during class. 

I do call on students, for several reasons.  First, law is a profession in which clearly articulating concepts pays dividends, and practice in class helps to develop that skill.  Second, I find that after being asked to speak in class many students become more comfortable doing so.  Third, class is most enjoyable – for you and for me – when there is wide participation.

MATERIALS
Required Materials
· Bundle: Civil Procedure: A Coursebook, 5th Edition, 2025 + Connected Quizzing  	
Author: Glannon 	ISBN: 979-8894-108629		Publisher: Aspen	Price: $359.00 
· Civil Procedure in California, 2026	
Author: Levine		ISBN: 979-8317-704223		Publisher: West		Price: $120
Please do not purchase or use previous editions of either book, which may contain outdated rules and/or be missing some of the cases we will be studying.

Why does this class have two textbooks?
The Glannon textbook is our primary source of course material.  It contains most of the caselaw we will read in Civil Procedure I and II.  Please keep in mind that the notes following the cases are often as or more important than the cases themselves.  The bundle you purchased also gives you access to “Connected Quizzing” practice multiple-choice questions which allow you to test your understanding of the material and practice taking multiple-choice questions for your final exam.

The Levine book is designed to be used in conjunction with our primary textbook. It includes the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, federal and state procedural statutes, California rules of court, illustrative forms, and selected California cases demonstrating how California procedure differs from its federal counterpart.  To clarify:
· Federal statutes. Federal statutes are enacted by the United States Congress. Title 28 of the United States Code is the section on “Judiciary and Judicial procedure,” and contains many sections important in our readings.  An example is 28 U.S.C. § 1332, the diversity jurisdiction statute.
· Federal Rules. The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (“FRCP”) aren’t statutes because they’re not enacted by Congress; instead, the FRCP is drafted by an Advisory Committee.  Its proposals are subject to publication and public comment. Any approved proposals are then reviewed by the Standing Committee of the Judicial Conference of the United States, the Judicial Conference, and the United States Supreme Court.  If the Supreme Court adopts the changes, they are then submitted to Congress.  If Congress does nothing, the changes take effect seven months later.  NOTE: Be aware that in this class, the word “rules” is used both to refer to the rules of the FRCP, as well as in a broader sense regarding rules of law.

[bookmark: _Hlk141877690]Helpful Secondary Materials (not required)
· [bookmark: _Hlk141876699]Richard D. Freer, Law School Legends Audio on Civil Procedure, 4th Edition (2016) - Highly Recommended
· These audio lectures are available for FREE in the SJCL digital library.  Click on the library page and then the “West Academic Study Aids” to access them.  You will need to use your student email address and TWEN password. 
· I recommend listening to these while driving, cooking, folding laundry, going for a walk, etc. to reinforce the course content.  
· Joseph W. Glannon, Examples & Explanations for Civil Procedure (Wolters Kluwer), 9th Edition (2023)	
· William V. Dorsaneo, III, Elizabeth G. Thornburg, Brooke D. Coleman, Questions & Answers: Civil Procedure (Fifth Edition) 2022. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk108962239]This multiple-choice Q&A e-book is available for FREE in the SJCL digital library.  Click on the library page and then “LexisNexis Study Guides Library” to access it.  You will need to use your student email address and law library password to access it.  Please contact Jodie Howard with questions.

STUDENT HONOR CODE
[bookmark: _Hlk108961622]You are responsible for familiarizing yourself with the Student Handbook, including the Student Honor Code.  All students are expected to act with utmost honesty, fairness, and concern for their professional reputation and the reputation of the school.  Students are strictly prohibited from engaging in unethical conduct including cheating and plagiarism.

You are welcome and encouraged to discuss all materials in Civil Procedure I with your classmates and to form study groups.  However, you are prohibited from using any notes, outlines, books, internet resources, and other materials – whether commercial or personal – during a Civil Procedure exam.  You are also prohibited from talking to anyone else during an exam.

ACCOMODATIONS 
SJCL is committed to accommodating qualified students with disabilities (e.g., mental health, learning, chronic health, mobility, hearing, vision, neurological, etc.) in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Such services are confidential.  Some accommodations may take time to grant and/or arrange.  To seek an ADA accommodation, please contact Dean Atkinson, Pat Smith, or myself as early as possible.

COUNSELING SUPPORT SERVICES
SimpleTherapy is a confidential resource for students and their immediate household members provided at no cost by San Joaquin College of Law.  The program is designed to help students address a variety of concerns, such as anxiety, stress, substance abuse and adjustment issues that may impact academic performance and cause personal distress. 

Simple EAP gives you access to a variety of clinical and non-clinical resources, including confidential access to a licensed therapist 24/7 for short-term counseling, and up to three sessions per situation every six months.  Contact Simple resources by phone at 1-888-425-4800, through the App, eConnect Mobile, or at https://www.simpleeap.com/ with the username: sjclstudents.  For questions, please contact Dean Tennerelli or Beth Pitcock at bpitcock@sjcl.edu.

RECORDINGS
You will be given access to class recordings.  If you have questions about accessing recordings, please contact SJCL’s IT Help Desk (helpdesk@sjcl.edu).  Class recordings are restricted to students currently enrolled in the class and are for personal use only.  Personal use is defined as the use by an individual student to study or complete course assignments.  Any misuse or improper sharing of recordings will result in an honor code violation.  You may not send recordings to others, including other students, or publish or share any recorded material.  While I encourage you to review topics you found particularly difficult and any class periods you miss, routinely rewatching class sessions is not generally the best use of your study time.

IMPORTANT DATES
· Only classes dropped on or before 5:00PM on September 8, 2026 are eligible for a tuition refund.
· Students who completely withdraw from school on or before October 14, 2026 are eligible for a partial refund of tuition.

WHAT I EXPECT FROM YOU
· Be prepared.
Being prepared includes carefully reading the assigned materials more than once, marking up cases and rules or statutes, briefing assigned cases, and looking up unfamiliar words in a dictionary (legal or otherwise).  For unfamiliar legal terms, a free legal dictionary is available at http://dictionary.law.com.  Don’t expect to come to class unprepared and to learn the materials by listening; that’s not how law school works.  The only way class time will benefit you is if you diligently prepare and grapple with the content before class.  As important (and perhaps more important) is the time you spend after class working on outlines, doing practice questions, seeking me for office hours, going to T.A. review sessions, and periodically reviewing materials.

· Be realistic and embrace the uncertainty.
Law school is hard, and you should expect to find it difficult.  Never feel guilty or dumb for being confused.  Learned judges and scholars spend entire careers struggling with difficult questions of law; it would be unrealistic to expect everything to immediately click, even if academic success has always come easily to you. 

Civil Procedure in particular has a roller-coaster of a learning curve: some days you feel that you’ve got it, some days you will feel completely lost.  Some days, you will leave class realizing things are much trickier than you initially thought.  Other days, class will confirm that you are on the right track.  What makes Civil Procedure so tough?  For starters, it is dense, technical, complicated, and intimidating.  If it is not these things, you probably are not grasping it as well as you think you are!  Unlike other first-year courses, it includes components of constitutional law, statutory law, a rule book, and case law.  It’s a beast at times, but have faith that these peaks and valleys will begin to even out as you put together the puzzle pieces of a lawsuit.

· Ask questions and engage during class.
For things that you find confusing, keep a list of questions.  Some of your questions will likely be answered during class.  For others, raise them in class or in office hours.  Please engage in class discussions, even if you aren’t sure whether your contributions are “right” or not.  Even the most well-prepared students will err at times.  Everyone — even professors — makes mistakes, so challenge me if, after reflection, you disagree.  Part of being an aspiring attorney is learning how to respectfully challenge ideas or conclusions you disagree with. 

· Reach out to your T.A.s and professors.
I strongly encourage you to attend the study sessions hosted by your Teaching Assistants and to regularly meet with them, me, and your other professors.  We are all here to support you. 

Please feel free to set up a time to chat even if you don’t have a burning question.  I enjoy getting to know my students.  More importantly, if you are struggling with the materials or if something comes up in your life that prevents you from devoting sufficient time and attention to law school, please reach out to me as early as possible in the semester.

· Be professional and respectful.
Each of our unique backgrounds, experiences, and perspectives enrich classroom discussion and enhance critical thinking.  Open dialogue, empathy, and a respectful classroom environment are essential to our collective learning.  I will make every effort to foster a safe, welcoming atmosphere in our class.  I expect you to treat your SJCL colleagues, professors, and staff with respect, even (and especially) when you disagree with them.  As the California Attorney’s Oath makes clear: Officers of the court must strive to conduct ourselves “strive to conduct myself at all times with dignity, courtesy, and integrity.”  And remember, the reputation you earn while in school will follow you through a lifetime of practice.

Much of Civil Procedure is ultimately about fairness, access to justice, and the fundamental right to due process, although not in ways you have likely considered these topics before.  Some of the cases we will discuss are difficult to stomach and involve triggering material.  I will do my best to approach these topics sensitively and thoughtfully. Your suggestions for how I can improve this course and/or the classroom environment are always encouraged and appreciated.




CIVIL PROCEDURE I – FALL 2026 READING AND TOPIC SCHEDULE 

	Week
	Date
	SLO
	Topic(s)
	Assignment

	1

	8/18 

	1,
5

	Review Syllabus
What is Civil Procedure?
An Introduction to American Courts
Sources of Civil Procedure Regulation
Subject Matter Jurisdiction (SMJ): Diversity
· Domicile Test
· Complete Diversity Rule
	Glannon (G): 
· p. 3-19 (Chapter 1)
· p. 34-39 (Chapter 2, Section III), 
· p. 43-63 (Chapter 3, Sections I-III)
Levine (L): 
· U.S. Const. Art. III
· 28 USC § 1332(a), (e)

	2
	8/25 

	 1

	Diversity Jurisdiction, cont’d.
· Citizenship of business organizations
· AIC requirement
· Aggregation
	G: p.63-91
L:  28 U.S.C. § 1332(b),(c)
      FRCP 12(h)(3)
Diversity Jurisdiction Problem Set (TWEN)

	3
	9/1 
	1
	SMJ: Federal Question Jurisdiction 
· Well-Pleaded Complaint Rule
· Holmes Creation Test
Removal
· Remand
	FQ SMJ
G: pp. 93-111 (skip Gunn); 120 (Note 3)-127
L: 28 USC § 1331
Federal Question Problem Set (TWEN)
	REMOVAL
G: p. 129-145
L: 28 USC § 1447
28 USC § 1441(a)-(c), (f)
28 USC § 1446(a)-(d)
Removal Problem Set (TWEN)

	4
	9/8
	1
	Personal Jurisdiction (PJ):
· Territorial Framework
· Modern Framework & Evolution
· Minimum Contacts
	Handout on Pennoyer v. Neff (TWEN)
G: pp. 149-150; 163-198
L: Const. Amend. XIV Section 1


	5
	9/15 
	1
	Specific Jurisdiction, Cont’d:
· Intentional Torts
· Contracts
· Stream of Commerce
· Arises out of/Relatedness
	G: 198-254
Specific PJ Case Questions (TWEN)

	6
	9/22 
	1
	PJ:
· General Jurisdiction
· In rem/Quasi in-rem
· Transient presence (tag)
· Consent and Waiver
	G: 255-297
PJ Problem Set (TWEN)

	7
	9/29 

	1
	PJ: State and federal “long-arm” statutes
Review of topics thus far
	G: 299-316
L: Const. Amend. V; FRCP 4(k); 
CA CCP §§ 410.10, 410.30, 410.50
L: LG Chem, Ltd v Superior Court (p. 717-730)

	8
	10/6 
	1
	Notice & Service
· Due Process
· Service of Process
	G: 317-351
L: FRCP 4; skim FRCP 5 and 6
Notice & Service of Process Problem Set

	9
	10/13 
	1
	Intro to Pleading
· Notice v. Plausibility 
· Motion to Dismiss for Failure to State A Claim
	G: 405-407; 421-452
L: FRCP 8(a), (d), (e); 9; 10; 12(b)(6)
CA CCP §§ 422.10, 422.30, 425.10
Committee on Children's Television, Inc. v. General Foods Corp. (p. 739-748)

	
	10/15
	1, 2, 3
	MIDTERM (Legal Methods)
	Includes content from Weeks 1-7


	Class
	Date
	SLO
	Topic(s)
	Assignment

	10
	10/20 
	1
	Joinder of Claims and Parties
· Initial Joinder
· Counterclaims and Cross-Claims 
· Third-Party Complaints)
	G: 567-605 (Pay very close attention to the notes and complete the exercise on page 602!)
L: FRCP 13, 14, 18, 20, 21, 42

	11
	10/27
	1
	Complex Joinder 
· Intervention
· Interpleader 
· Required Parties
Supplemental Jurisdiction (pendent)
	G: 607-634; 671-683
L: FRCP 19, 22 & 24
    28 U.S.C. § 1335
    28 U.S.C. § 1367(a), (c)-(d)


	12
	11/3 
	1
	Supplemental Jurisdiction (ancillary)
Class Actions
· Certification
· Class Action Fairness Act
	G: pp. 683-705; 635-670 
L: 28 USC § 1367(a), (b)
28 USC § 1332(d); FRCP 23
Supplemental Jurisdiction Problem Set (TWEN)

	13
	11/10 
	1
	Venue 
Challenges to Venue 
· Transfers and Dismissals
· Forum Non Conveniens
	G: 355-401
L: 28 U.S.C. §§ 1390, 1391(a) -(d)
    28 U.S.C. § 1404
    28 U.S.C. § 1406
    Guimei v. General Electric Co. (p.730-739)
Venue, Transfer & FNC Study Questions & Problem Set (TWEN)

	14
	11/17 
	1
	Defendant’s Options
· Answering the Complaint
· Default Judgment
· Waiver Trap
· Affirmative Defenses
	G: 453-497 
L: FRCP 8, 12 and 55


	15
	11/24
	1
	Review Session [Both sections meet Tuesday, 11/24 6:30-9:30pm]
	Practice Final (TWEN)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	12/4
Friday
	1, 2, 3
	Final Exam 
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